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ESIC Special Services  
Fortnight till February 19

Employees’ State Insurance Corporation (ESIC) is ob-
serving Special Services Fortnight from February 5 to 19 
with various activities in the ESIC Regional Office, Kol-
kata, Sub — Regional Office Barrackpore, ESIC Branch 
Offices, ESIC Medical College and Hospital, Joka and hos-
pitals under ESI Scheme, Government of  West Bengal. 
A seminar was organised in Regional Office, Kolkata on 
February 5 on the inauguration of  the Special Services 
Fortnight. Saroj Kumar Sahoo, national executive mem-
ber, Laghu Udyog Bharati, Employers’ additional repre-
sentative, Regional Board Member, attended it and pre-
sented a speech. Cheques related to Dependant Benefit 
payment were handed over to the dependants of  late IP 
Manoj Singh and Shib Sankar Malik who died of  employ-
ment injury. Monthly pension up to 90% of  basic salary 
of  the deceased workers is provided to dependent family 
members under Dependant Benefit Scheme. The regional 
director informed Health Camps, Aadhar Seeding Camps, 
Health Talks, Cleanliness Drive, Yoga and AYUSH Camp 
and Suvidha Samagam for grievance redressal of  Insured 
Persons will be organised during the fortnight.

NTPC Bongaigaon vendor meet

NTPC Bongaigaon’s Contracts and Materials (C&M) De-
partment organised a successful day-long vendor meet on 
February 1 at the Employee Welfare Association Hall of  
NTPC Bongaigaon. The event was a part of  the vendor 
relationship programme and saw over 60 vendors in at-
tendance. The event was inaugurated by Karunakar Das, 
business unit head, NTPC Bongaigaon, alongside guests 
K C Muraleedharan, chief  general manager (O&M) and 
Induri Srinivasa Reddy, GM (Maintenance). In his inaugu-
ral address, Das underscored NTPC Bongaigaon’s capac-
ity and future trajectory, emphasising its pivotal role in 
the nation’s growth. He commended the invaluable con-
tributions of  business partners and emphasised the sig-
nificance of  integrity in all endeavours. Prior to this, Sid-
dharth Kumar Sarkar, senior manager (C&M), welcomed 
the attendees, providing insights into initiatives and op-
portunities within NTPC Bongaigaon. The vendors laud-
ed NTPC Bongaigaon’s commitment to fostering dialogue, 
where their concerns were earnestly heard and addressed 
by the site management, ensuring prompt resolutions.

ER prompt action on waste
A passenger named Akshay Satnaliwala handed over a 
plea on a tissue paper to Ashwini Vaishnaw, minister of  
Railways, who was travelling in the same flight from Delhi 
to Kolkata on the midnight of  February 2. Within six min-
utes that midnight, after deboarding the flight at Kolkata, 
Satnaliwala received a call from General Manager’s Of-

fice, Eastern Railway Headquarters. Milind K Deouskar, 
GM, ER settled a meeting with Satnaliwala, director of  a 
solid waste management company, for discussing on the 
freight prospect from the organisation. Accordingly, the 
meeting was held between Deouskar and Satnaliwala, di-
rector, LYNQ Eastern Organic Fertilizer Pvt Ltd at ER HQ 
on February 6. Saumitra Majumdar, principal chief  com-
mercial manager; RD Meena, principal chief  operations 
manager, ER were also present. Satnaliwala explained the 
schematic flow of  solid waste to different industries as 
inputs and the prospective buyer at different parts of  the 
country like Raipur in Chhattisgarh and Rajgangapur in 
Odisha and other clusters.

Bank of India Q3 net up 
Bank of  India has declared its results for Q3-FY24, re-
porting an increase of  83% YoY in net profit which stood 
at ` 4,897 crore for the nine months ended FY24 against  
` 2,672 crore in the corresponding period of  last year. 
Net profit of  the bank for the quarter improved by 62% 
YoY and stood at ` 1,870 crore for Q3-FY24 against ` 1,151 
crore in Q3-FY23. On asset quality front, gross NPA ratio  
improved by 231 bps from 7.66% in December 2022 to 
5.35% in December 2023. Provision Coverage Ratio (PCR) 
stood at 89.95% in Dec’23 against 90.27% in Dec’22. Global 
business of  the bank increased by 9.60% YoY. Global De-
posits increased by 8.28% YoY. Global Advances increased 
by 11.29% YoY. Domestic deposits increased by 7.62% YoY 
which stood at ` 5,99,137 crore in December 2023 against  
` 5,56,707 crore in December 2022. The bank has made 
significant stride towards its digital journey by making 
deposits and loan products available digitally. 

NEHHDC, BTC MoU for handicrafts

In a significant development, the North Eastern Handi-
crafts and Handlooms Development Corporation Limited 
(NEHHDC) and the Bodoland Territorial Council (BTC) 
have inked an MoU. The signing ceremony took place at 
the Bodoland Guest House in Guwahati, marking a collab-
orative effort towards preserving the rich traditional heri-
tage of  the BTR. The MoU was formally signed by Pramod 
Boro, chief  executive member of  the Bodoland Territori-
al Council, and Brigadier Rajiv Kumar Singh (retd), MD 
of  NEHHDC. This agreement underscores their shared 
commitment to promoting and supporting the flourish-
ing local handicrafts and handloom sector within the 
BTR. Through this partnership, NEHHDC and BTC aim 
to undertake various initiatives aimed at preserving and 
promoting the cultural legacy of  the Bodoland Territorial 
Region. It is anticipated that this collaboration will not 
only contribute to the preservation of  traditional crafts 
but also foster socio-economic development by providing 
opportunities for local artisans and craftsmen to show-
case their skills and talents on a larger platform.

New Delhi: Supreme Court’s
seven-judge bench on Thurs-
day reserved its verdict on a
bunch of  petitions seeking
overruling of  the court’s 2004
judgment precluding sub-
classification of  communiti-
es categorised as Scheduled
Castes to provide a larger quo-
ta benefits to the weakest gro-
ups among Dalits.

“It is a battle of  backward-
ness within the backward
communities,” said CJI D Y
Chandrachud, who led a
bench also comprising Justi-
ce B R Gavai, and the lone Da-
lit judge on the bench, and
Justices Vikram Nath, Bela M
Trivedi, Pankaj Mithal, Ma-
noj Misra and Satish Chandra
Mishra. 

In 2004, a five-judge bench
in the E V Chinnaiah case had
held SC communities to be a
homogeneous group which
could not be sub-classified
and struck down an Andhra
Pradesh law of  2000 which
provided for sub-categorisa-
tion in the larger category. La-
ter, a 2006 Punjab law on the
same lines was struck down

by the HC citing the Chinnai-
ah judgment.

However, the bench indi-
cated that it would only deter-
mine whether the ruling in
Chinnaiah case, that is no
sub-classification of  commu-
nities according to the degree
of  their backwardness, was
correct or not. It clarified that
the court would not go into the
validity of  state-enacted laws
sub-classifying communities
among SCs for graded distri-
bution of  the 15% quota for
Dalits. It said HCs concerned
would determine validity of
sub-classification laws pas-
sed by states after scrutini-
sing the quantifiable empiri-
cal data about backwardness
of  a community available
with the legislature to allot a
certain percentage of  quota
to those most backward
among SC communities.

The seven-judge bench ga-
ve ample indication of  where
its prima facie judicial views
rested as it remarked on the
unintended discrimination
inflicted on communities wit-
hin Scheduled Castes that
when socially and educatio-
nally advanced groups among
them cornered a larger share

of  quota benefits at the cost of
other sections, thus negating
equal opportunity in access to
education and government
jobs.

Those opposed to sub-clas-
sification of  SCs, through se-
nior advocates Manoj Swa-
rup, K S Chauhan, Sanjay
Hegde and others, argued that
the common thread for inclu-
sion of  communities in the SC
list was their social discrimi-
nation and denial of  basic
rights for centuries.

The CJI said, “That is true
but what else is common bet-
ween the groups. Is the discri-

mination faced by them simi-
lar? There are many impor-
tant indicators — access to
education and government
jobs, marriageable age, infant
mortality, maternity mortali-
ty rate. Do all groups suffer
identically on these aspects?”

Explaining the CJI’s view,
Justice Gavai said, “Both
blacksmiths and scavengers
are included in the SC list. But
did these two groups face si-
milar discrimination? There
are untouchables among the
untouchables. Should they all
be treated as equals in terms
of  access to education and
jobs? To achieve equality, sta-
tes are required to be permit-
ted to provide graded quota
benefits to the more oppres-
sed communities among
Scheduled Castes.

“If  a particular commu-
nity corners 75% of  seats re-
served for SCs, leaving a mi-
nuscule number of  posts for
other Dalit communities, 
should the state be barred
from sub-classifying the quo-
ta for a more equitable distri-
bution of  reservation to achi-
eve social equality mandated
under Articles 15 and 16 of  
the Constitution?”

Justice Gavai said in 1985,
he was the lawyer for a candi-
date belonging to Mehtar
(sweeper) community who
was waging a legal battle to
get an MBBS seat, which was
unfairly denied to him. 

“Not a single person from
that community had become
a doctor even 35 years after
the country became a repub-
lic,” he added.

The CJI said the landmark
Indira Sawhney judgment of
1992, which gave 27% reserva-
tion to other backward clas-
ses (OBCs), had also adopted
the principle of  sub-classifi-
cation of  backward among
the backwards and this con-
cept had not been altered by
subsequent constitutional
amendments.

During the three-day hea-
ring, the shortest in terms of
a seven-judge constitution
bench tasked to reconsider
the ruling of  a five-judge
bench, application of  ‘creamy
layer’ principle to eliminate
the advanced among the back-
ward from cornering quota
benefits was touched upon
briefly by Justice Gavai who
said some kind of  filtration
was necessary.

Reserves Order On Sub-Classifying Quota After Three Days Of Hearing
Battle of backwardness: Apex court
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and scavengers 
are included in SC list. But 
did these two groups face 
similar discrimination? There 
are untouchables among 
untouchables. Should they 
all be treated as equals in 
terms of access to education 
and jobs? To achieve 
equality, states are required 
to be permitted to provide 
graded quota benefits 
to the more oppressed 
communities among SCs

— Supreme Court

New Delhi: In an important
ruling, SC has held that con-
ventional idea of  ‘bail is the
rule, jail is the exception’ is not
applicable when an accused is
facing charges under anti-ter-
ror law UAPA and, also, that
delayed trial proceedings in
grave offences could be a
ground to seek bail.

Delineating Section 43D(5)
of  Unlawful Activities (Pre-
vention) Act, a bench of  Jus-
tices M M Sundresh and Ara-
vind Kumar said that wording
of  the provision is in contrast
with wording of  bail provi-
sion under Section 437(1) of
Criminal Procedure Code, in-
dicating that for UAPA, the

legislature’s intent was to
make bail, the exception and
jail, the rule.

“The conventional idea in
bail jurisprudence vis-à-vis
ordinary penal offences that
the discretion of  courts must
tilt in favour of  the oft-quoted
phrase — ‘bail is the rule, jail
is the exception’ — unless cir-
cumstances justify otherwise

— does not find any place
while dealing with bail appli-
cations under UAPA. The ‘ex-
ercise’ of  the general power to
grant bail under UAPA is se-
verely restrictive in scope.
The form of  the words used in
proviso to Section 43D (5) —
‘shall not be released’ in con-
trast with the form of  the
words as found in Section 437
(1) CrPC — ‘may be released’ –
suggests the intention of  the
legislature to make bail, the
exception and jail, the rule,”
the court said in a case con-
cerning the ‘Sikhs for Justice’,
of  which Pannun isa member.

The bench said that law
has placed stringent condi-
tions for bail and there is no
question to grant relief  if
there are reasonable grounds

to believe that the accusation
against a person for commit-
ting offence under UAPA is
prima facie true

“In this background, the
test for rejection of  bail is
quite plain. Bail must be re-
jected as a ‘rule’, if  after hear-
ing the prosecutor and after
perusing the final report or
case diary, the court arrives
at a conclusion that there are
reasonable grounds for be-
lieving that the accusations
are prima facie true. It is only
if  the test for rejection of  bail
is not satisfied – the courts
would proceed to decide bail
application in accordance
with the ‘tripod test’ (flight
risk, influencing witnesses,
tampering with evidence),”
it said.

Supreme Court says ‘bail, not jail’
rule not applicable in UAPA cases
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The SC also held that delayed trial
proceedings in grave offences
could be a ground to seek bail
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